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tery, its terms were far from generous. It is worth while
to contrast two thirteenth-century charters, one conferred
by a secular, the other by an ecclesiastical lord. Alan
Basset, lord of Wycombe, granted his burgesses (1237)
" all the borough of Wycombe with the rents, markets and
fairs, and with all other things to a free borough pertain-
ing, without any reservation "*. The abbot of the monastery
at Peterborough released the town from tallage, merchet,
carrying and reaping, but he reserved the pleas of the court
and the rents of ovens and market tolls, and apparently also
restrained his men from selling or alienating their land2.
The reluctance of the ecclesiastical authorities to tolerate Attitude
the slightest infringement of their liberties is vividly illus-
trated in the narrative of the mediaeval chronicler3:
" Herbert the dean built a windmill upon Haberdon, The
abbot, when he heard of this, was so wroth that he would
hardly eat or speak a single word. On the morrow, after
mass, he bade the sacristan send his carpenters thither
without delay and overturn everything". The dean there-
upon came before the abbot and protested that he was
within his legal rights, but the abbot answered angrily:
" I will never eat bread until that building be overturned.
You are an old man, and you ought to know that neither
the king nor his justiciar may change anything or build
anything within the jurisdiction of the monastery, without
the leave of the abbot and the house. . . . Nor is this
without harm to my mills, as you pretend, for the burghers
go to your mill and grind their corn at their pleasure while
I cannot lawfully hinder them, since they are free men".
This was at Bury St. Edmunds, and a parallel incident is
recorded two and a half centuries later at St. Albans (1455).
A tenant of the monastery erected a horse-mill and com-
menced to grind his own barley. The abbot in his resent-
ment ordered his officers to confiscate the millstones. When
the officers arrived, the offender was away, but his wife met
them " after woman's fashion with execrations and curses,
1 Charters of Chepping Wycombe, 9.
* Victoria County History, Northamptonshire, ii. 425.
8 Chronica Jocelini, 43.